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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1. New corrected drawings in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required 
in this application because the drawings contain hand drawn text and numbers. 
Applicant is advised to employ the services of a competent patent draftsperson outside 
the Office, as the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office no longer prepares new drawings. 
The corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment 
of the application. The requirement for corrected drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 

the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 

the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 

were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 

under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 

not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 

consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 

prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 
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3. Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hoffberg (U.S. Patent No. 6,850,252), Sequeira (U.S. Patent No. 6,222,530), and 
Roop et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,216,265). 

4. Hoffberg renders obvious independent claim 1 by the following: 
"...receiving metadata..." at col. 133, lines 1-13 and col. 131, lines 65-67. 
"...from a content provider..." at col. 120, lines 7-9. 

"...and associated metadata to a VOD server..." at col. 131, lines 1-13, col. 220, lines 
36-38, and col. 220, lines 52-54. 

"...and associated metadata to a server..." at col. 131, lines 1-13 and col. 220, lines 52- 
54. 

"...and associated metadata to the server..." at col. 131, lines 1-13 and col. 220, lines 
52-54. 

"...and providing usage reports relating to usage..." at col. 164, lines 7-12 and col. 129, 
lines 4-7. 

"...by end users..." at col. 45, lines 38-40. 

Hoffberg does not teach the use of multimedia asset data files and the use of 
multiple service operators. 

5. However, Sequeira teaches the use of multimedia asset data files as 
follows: 

"...associated with a multimedia asset data file..." at col. 1, lines 6-9 and col. 14, lines 
51-53. 
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"...uploading the multimedia asset data file..." at col. 13, lines 49-51, col. 1, lines 3-9, 
and col. 14, lines 51-53. 

"...wherein uploading the multimedia asset data file comprises..." at col. 13, lines 49-51, 
col. 1, lines 3-9, and col. 14, lines 51-53. 

"...scheduling the uploading of the multimedia asset data file...," at col. 2, lines 59-65, 
col. 13, lines 49-51, col. 1, lines 3-9, and col. 14, lines 51-53. 

"...and tracking the uploading of the multimedia asset data file..." at col. 9, lines 18-20, 

col. 13, lines 49-51, col. 1, lines 3-9, and col. 14, lines 51-53. 

"...of multimedia asset data files..." at col. 1, lines 3-9 and col. 14, lines 51-53. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention to 
combine Sequeira with Hoffberg to use multimedia asset data files in order to provide a 
means for the controlling, identifying, and coordinating of multimedia data. Hoffberg and 
Sequeira have related applications. They teach the use of computers, the use of 
databases, the use of networks, the use of servers, the use of cable, the use of 
multimedia, the use of audio, the use of video, the use of content, the use of assets, and 
the use of reports. Hoffberg provides metadata, content providers, video-on-demand 
servers, and usage reports and Sequeira provides multimedia asset data files. 

Sequeira does not teach the use of multiple service operators. 

6. However, Roop teaches the use of multiple service operators as follows: 
"...and a multiple systems operator ("MSO")..." at col. 67, lines 62-63. 
"...maintained by the MSO..." at col. 71, lines 29-30 and col. 67, lines 62-63. 
"...maintained by the MSO...," at col. 71, lines 29-30 and col. 67, lines 62-63. 
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"...maintained by the MSO..." at col. 71, lines 29-30 and col. 67, lines 62-63. 
"...of the MSO..." at col. 67, lines 62-63. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention to 
combine Roop with Hoffberg and Sequeira to use multiple systems operators in order to 
provide cable companies for the controlling and distribution of multimedia data. 
Hoffberg, Sequeira, and Roop have related applications. They teach the use of 
computers, the use of databases, the use of networks, the use of cable, the use of 
audio, the use of video, and the use of content and Hoffberg and Roop teach the use of 
satellites. Hoffberg provides metadata, content providers, video-on-demand servers, 
and usage reports, Sequeira provides multimedia asset data files, and Roop provides 
multiple systems operators. 

7. As per independent claim 20, the "...receiving a plurality of multimedia 
asset data files...," is taught by Sequeira at col. 21, lines 10-12, col. 1, lines 3-9, and 
col. 14, lines 51-53, 

the "...from a plurality of content providers...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 120, lines 7- 
9, 

the "...receiving metadata...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 133, lines 1-13 and col. 131, 
lines 65-67, 

the "...associated with the plurality of multimedia asset data files...," is taught by 
Sequeira col. 1, lines 3-9 and col. 14, lines 51-53, 

the "...from the plurality of content providers...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 120, lines 
7-9, 
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the "...and a plurality of MSOs...," is taught by Roop at col. 67, lines 62-63, 

the "...uploading the multimedia asset data files...," is taught by Sequeira at col. 13, 

lines 49-51, col. 1, lines 3-9, and col. 14, lines 51-53, 

the "...to video-on-demand ("VOD") servers...," is taught by Hoffberg col. 220, lines 36- 
38 and col. 220, lines 52-54, 

the "...maintained by the MSOs...," is taught by Roop at col. 71, lines 29-30 and col. 67, 
lines 62-63, 

the "...using an asset URL...," is taught by Sequeira at col. 16, lines 22-26 and col. 18, 
lines 34-38, 

the "...assigned to each multimedia asset data file...," is taught by Sequeira at col. 1, 
lines 3-9 and col. 14, lines 51-53, 

the "...tracking the uploading of the multimedia asset data files...," is taught by Sequeira 
at col. 9, lines 18-20, col. 13, lines 49-51, col. 1, lines 3-9, and col. 14, lines 51-53, 
the "...and providing usage reports relating to usage...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 
164, lines 7-12 and col. 129, lines 4-7, 

the "...of multimedia asset data files...," is taught by Sequeira at col. 1, lines 3-9 and 
col. 14, lines 51-53, 

the "...by end users...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 45, lines 38-40, 
and the of the MSOs...," is taught by Roop at col. 67, lines 62-63. 

8. As per claim 2, the "...metadata...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 13, lines 

65-67, 
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the "...associated with a plurality of multimedia asset data files...," is taught by Sequeira 
at col. 1, lines 6-9 and col. 14, lines 51-53, 

the "...are received from a plurality of content providers...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 
133, lines 1-13 and col. 120, lines 7-9, 

and the "...and a plurality of MSOs...," is taught by Roop at col. 220, lines 34-36. 

9. As per claim 3, the "...tracking receipt of the multimedia asset data file...," 
is taught by Sequeira at col. 9, lines 18-21, col. 9, lines 62-65, col. 1, lines 6-9 and col. 
14, lines 51-53, 

the "...from the content provider in elements...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 120, lines 
7-9 and col. 142, lines 63-67, 

the "...the elements comprising a feature file, a preview file, a graphic file...," is taught 
by Hoffberg at col. 142, lines 63-67, col. 164, lines 7-12, col. 179, lines 8-10, and col. 
208, lines 43-45, 

the "...and associated basic metadata...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 185, lines 49-53 
and col. 131, lines 65-67, 

the "...wherein the associated basic metadata comprises information on the 
elements...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 185, lines 49-53, col. 131, lines 65-67, and 
col. 142, lines 63-67, 

the "...used to confirm delivery of the elements...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 149, 
lines 59-62, col. 217, lines 36-38, and col. 142, lines 63-67, 

the "...receiving an identification of the MSOs...," is taught by Roop at col. 48, lines 57- 
59 and col. 61, lines 62-63, 
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the "...scheduled to receive the multimedia asset data file...," is taught by Sequeira at 
col. 21, lines 10-12, col. 1, lines 6-9, and col. 14, lines 51-53, 
the "...from the content provider...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 120, lines 7-9, 
the "...and receiving delivery dates for delivery...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 133, 
lines 1-13, col. 217, lines 36-38, and col. 149, lines 59-62, 

the "...of the multimedia asset data file...," is taught by Sequeira at col. 1, lines 6-9 and 
col. 14, lines 51-53, 

the "...to each of the MSOs...," is taught by Roop at col. 61, lines 62-63, 

and the "...identified by the content provider...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 149, lines 

9-11 and col. 120, lines 7-9. 

10. As per claim 4, the "...uploading step is conducted using a delivery 
group...," is taught by Roop at col. 75, lines 8-10, col. 72, lines 55-58, and col. 29, lines 
16-18, 

the "...the delivery group...," is taught by Roop at col. 72, lines 55-58 and col. 29, lines 
16-18, 

and the "...comprising a plurality of multimedia asset data files...," is taught by Sequeira 
at col. 1, lines 6-9 and col. 14, lines 51-53. 

11. As per claim 5, the "... registering the multimedia asset data file. . . ," is 
taught by Sequeira at col. 9, lines 43-46, col. 1, lines 6-9, and col. 14, lines 51-53, 
the "...in order to identify the file...," is taught by Sequeira at col. 14, lines 64-66, 
the "...wherein registering the multimedia asset data file comprises...," is taught by 
Sequeira at col. 9, lines 43-46, col. 1, lines 6-9, and col. 14, lines 51-53, 
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the "...assigning a provider identification number to a content provider...," is taught by 
Hoffberg at col. 55, lines 24-27 and col. 120, lines 7-9, 

the "...and assigning a unique identifier...," is taught by Hoffberg at col./ 55, lines 24-27, 
the "...to a multimedia asset data file...," is taught by Sequeira at col. 1, lines 6-9 and 
col. 14, lines 51-53, 

the "...provided by the content provider...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 120, lines 7-9, 
the "...based upon the provider identification number...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 
120, lines 7-9 and col. 55, lines 24-27, 

the "...and a provider asset identification...," is taught by Hoffberg at 120, lines 7-9, col. 
66, lines 15-17, and col. 149, lines 9-11, 

the "...the provider asset identification...," is taught by Hoffberg at 120, lines 7-9, col. 
66, lines 15-17, and col. 149, lines 9-11, 

the "...being included with the multimedia asset data file...," is taught by Sequira at col. 
1, lined 6-9 and col. 14, lines 51-53, 

and the "...by the content provider...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 120, lines 7-9. 

12. As per claim 6, the "...staging...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 157, lines 

17-18, 

the "...multimedia asset data file...," is taught by Sequeira at col. 1, lines 6-9 and col. 
14, lines 51-53, 

the "...by entering a name for the multimedia asset data file...," is taught by Sequeira at 
col. 3, lines 5-6, col. 16, lines 8-10, col. 1, lines 6-9, and col. 14, lines 51-53, 
the "...into a staging directory...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 158, lines 62-65, 
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the "...and providing a master XML file...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 111, lines 52-54, 
the "...for the multimedia asset data file...," is taught by Sequeira at col. 1 , lines 6-9 and 
col. 14, lines 51-53, 

the "...master XML file comprising distribution information...," is taught by Hoffberg at 
col. 111, lines 52-54 and col. 179, lines 8-10, 

the "...scheduling information, content information...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 180, 
lines 4-7 and col. 120, lines 7-9, 

the "...and an identification for the multimedia asset data file...," is taught by Sequeira at 
col. 14, lines 64-66, col. 1, lines 6-9, and col. 14, lines 51-53, 

the "...wherein the content information comprises data to enable retrieval of a plurality 
of elements...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 120, lines 7-9, col. 180, lines 29-34, and 
col. 142, lines 63-67, 

and the "...to assemble the multimedia asset data file...," is taught by Sequeira at col. 7, 
lines 59-64, col. 1, lines 6-9, and col. 14, lines 51-53. 

For claim 6, the terms "information directory" and "construct" are used to suggest 
the terms "staging directory" and "assemble", respectively. 

13. As per claim 7, the "...elements...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 142, lines 

63-67, 

the "...used to assemble the multimedia asset data file...," is taught by Sequeira at col. 
7, lines 59-64, col. 1, lines 6-9, and col. 14, lines 51-53, 
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and the "...comprise a movie/feature file, a preview file, and a graphic file...," is taught 
by Hoffberg at col. 184, lines 1-4, col. 164, lines 7-12, col. 179, lines 8-10, and col. 208, 
lines 43-45. 

14. As per claim 8, the "...multimedia asset data file...," is taught by Sequeira 
at col. 1, lines 6-9 and col. 14, lines 51-53, 

the "...comprises a plurality of elements...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 142, lines 62- 
67, 

the "...and the upload step comprises...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 65, lines 31-36, 
the "...tracking transmission of the elements...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 73, lines 
65-67, col. 74, lines 1-2, col. 64, lines 58-60, and col. 142, lines 63-67, 
the "...of the multimedia asset data file...," is taught by Sequeira at col 1, lines 6-9 and 
col. 14, lines 51-53, 

the "...to the MSO...," is taught by Roop at col. 67, lines 62-63, 

the "...using a pitcher appliance...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 64, lines 58-60 and col. 

73, lines 1-4, 

the "...tracking receipt of the elements...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 73, lines 65-67, 
col. 74, lines 1-2, col. 84, lines 16-20, and col. 142, lines 63-67, 
the "...of the multimedia asset data file...," is taught by Sequeira at col. 1, lines 6-9 and 
col. 14, lines 51-53, 

the "...using a catcher appliance...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 65, lines 61-65 and 
col. 73, lines 1-4, 
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the "...and transmitting an alarm signal to the VOD management system...," is taught by 
Hoffberg at col. 64, lines 58-60, col. 197, lines 3-6, col. 220, lines 36-38, and col. 214, 
lines 33-37, 

the "...if any elements...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 142, lines 63-67, 

the "...of the multimedia asset data file...," is taught by Sequeira at col. 1, lines 6-9 and 

col. 14, lines 51-53, 

and the "...are not successfully received by the catcher appliance...," is taught by 
Hoffberg at col. 193, lines 34-36, col. 65, lines 61-65, and col. 73, lines 1-4. 

For claim 8, the terms "transmission appliance" and "receiving appliance" are 
used to suggest the terms "pitcher appliance" and "catcher appliance", respectively. 

15. As per claim 9, the "...multimedia asset data file...," is taught by Sequeira 
at col. 1, lines 6-9 and col. 14, lines 51-53, 

the "...is identified with an asset URL...," is taught by Sequeira at col. 14, lines 64-66, 
col. 16, lines 22-26, and col. 18, lines 34-38, 

the "...and the upload step comprises...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 65, lines 31-36, 
the "...providing the asset URL...," is taught by Sequeira at col. col. 16, lines 22-26 and 
col. 18, lines 34-38, 

the "...to the VOD server...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 220, lines 36-38 and col. 220, 
lines 52-54, 

the "...providing a schedule to the VOD server...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 180, 
lines 4-7, col. 220, lines 36-38, and col. 220, lines 52-54, 
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the "...comprising instructions for the VOD server...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 134, 
lines 47-51, col. 220, lines 36-38, and col. 220, lines 52-54, 

the "...to request the multimedia asset data file...," is taught by Sequeira at col. 6, lines 
26-29, col. 1, lines 6-9, and col. 14, lines 51-53, 

the "...from a catcher and metadata from the VOD management system...," is taught by 
Hoffberg at col. 65, lines 61-65, col. 73, lines 1-4, col. 131, lines 65-67, col. 220, lines 
36-38, and col. 214, lines 33-37, 

the "...and tracking retrieval of the multimedia asset data file...," is taught by Sequeira 
at col. 9, lines 18-20, col. 6, lines 26-29, col. 1, lines 6-9, and col. 14, lines 51-53, 
the "...and associated metadata...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 131, lines 65-67, 
the "...by initiating file transfers is taught by Hoffberg at col. 57, lines 23-27, 

and the "...using the asset URI ," is taught by Sequeira at lines 22-26 and col. 18, 

lines 34-38. 

16. As per claim 10, the "...file transfer is a file transfer protocol ("FTP") 
transfer...," is taught by Roop at col. 9, lines 58-62. 

17. As per claim 11, the "...multimedia asset data file...," is taught by 
Sequeira at col. 1, lines 6-9 and col. 14, lines 51-53, 

the "...comprises a feature element...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 164, lines 7-12 and 
col. 142, lines 63-67, 

the "...identified by a first asset URL...," is taught by Sequeira at col. 14, lines 64-66, 
col. 16, lines 22-26, and col. 18, lines 34-38, 
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the "...preview element...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 179, lines 8-10 and col. 142, 
lines 63-67, 

the "...identified by a second asset URL...," is taught by Sequeira at col. 14, lines 64-66, 
col. 16, lines 22-26, and col. 18, lines 34-38, 

the "...and a graphic element...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 208, lines 43-45 and col. 
142, lines 63-67, 

the "...identified by a third asset URL...," is taught by Sequeira at col. 14, lines 64-66, 
col. 16, lines 22-26, and col. 18, lines 34-38, 

the "...and the upload step comprises...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 65, lines 31-36, 
the "...providing the first, second, and third asset URLs...," is taught by Sequeira at col. 
18, lines 8-9, col. 16, lines 22-26, and col. 18, lines 34-38, 

the "...to the VOD server...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 220, lines 36-38 and col. 220, 
lines 52-54, 

the "...submitting the first asset URL...," is taught by Sequeira at col. 18, lines 46-50, 
col. 16, lines 22-26, and col. 18, lines 34-38, 

the "...from the VOD server to a catcher appliance...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 220, 
lines 36-38, col. 220, lines 52-54, col. 65, lines 61-65, and col. 73, lines 1-4, 
the "...tracking transmission of the feature element...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 73, 
lines 65-67, col. 74, lines 1-2, col. 64, lines 58-60, col. 164, lines 7-12, and col. 142, 
lines 63-67, 

the "...from the catcher appliance to the VOD server...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 65, 
lines 61-65, col. 73, lines 1-4, col. 220, lines 36-38, and col. 220, lines 52-54, 
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the "...using the first asset URL...," is taught by Sequeira at col. 16, lines 22-26 and col. 
18, lines 34-38, 

the "...to retrieve the feature element...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 180, lines 29-34, 
col. 164, lines 7-12, and col. 142, lines 63-67, 

the "...submitting the second asset URL...," is taught by Sequeira at col. 18, lines 46- 
50, col. 16, lines 22-26, and col. 18, lines 34-38, 

the "...from the VOD server to the catcher appliance...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 
220, lines 36-38, col. 220, lines 52-54, col. 65, lines 61-65, and col. 73, lines 1-4, 
the "...tracking transmission of the preview element...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 73, 
lines 65-67, col. 74, lines 1-2, col. 64, lines 58-60, col. 179, lines 8-10, and col. 142, 
lines 63-67, 

the "...from the catcher appliance to the VOD server...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 65, 
lines 61-65, col. 73, lines 1-4,col. 220, lines 36-38, and col. 220, lines 52-54, 
the "...using the second asset URL...," is taught by Sequeira at col. 16, lines 22-26 and 
col. 18, lines 34-38, 

the "...to retrieve the preview element...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 180, lines 29-34, 
col. 179, lines 8-10, and col. 142, lines 63-67, 

the "...submitting the third asset URL...," is taught by Sequeira at col. 18, lines 46-50, 
col. 16, lines 22-26, and col. 18, lines 34-38, 

the "...from the VOD server to the catcher appliance...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 
220, lines 36-38, col. 220, lines 52-54, col. 65, lines 61-65, and col. 73, lines 1-4, 
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the "...and tracking transmission of the graphic element...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 
73, lines 65-67, col. 74, lines 1-2, col. 64, lines 58-60, col. 208, lines 43-45, and col. 
142, lines 63-67, 

the "...from the catcher appliance to the VOD server...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 65, 
lines 61-65, col. 73, lines 1-4, col. 220, lines 36-38, and col. 220, lines 52-54, 
the "...using the third asset URL...," is taught by Sequeira at col. 16, lines 22-26 and 
col. 18, lines 34-38, 

and the "...to retrieve the graphic element...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 180, lines 29- 
34, col. 208, lines 43-45, and col. 142, lines 63-67. 

For claim 1 1 , the term "present" is used to suggest the term "provide". 

18. As for claim 12, the "...determining whether the feature element...," is 
taught by Hoffberg at col. 164, lines 7-12 and col. 142, lines 63-67, 

the "...is properly received by the VOD server...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 124, lines 
54-58, col. 133, lines 1-13, col. 220, lines 36-38, and col. 220, lines 52-54, 
the "...and transmitting an alarm signal to the VOD management system...," is taught by 
Hoffberg at col. 64, lines 58-60, col. 197, lines 3-6, col. 220, lines 36-38, and col. 214, 
lines 33-37, 

and the "...if the feature element was not properly received...," is taught by Hoffberg at 
col. 164, lines 7-12, col. 142, lines 63-67, and col. 193, lines 34-36. 

1 9. As per claim 1 3, the ". . . determining whether the preview element. . . ," is 
taught by Hoffberg at col. 179, lines 8-10 and col. 142, lines 63-67, 
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the "...is properly received by the VOD server...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 121, lines 
54-58, col. 133, lines 1-13, col. 220, lines 36-38, and col. 220, lines 52-54, 
the "...and transmitting an alarm signal to the VOD management system...," is taught by 
Hoffberg at col. 64, lines 58-60, col. 197, lines 3-6, col. 220, lines 36-38, and col. 214, 
lines 33-37, 

and the "...if the preview element was not properly received...," is taught by Hoffberg at 
col. 179, lines 8-10, col. 142, lines 63-67, and col. 193, lines 34-36. 

20. As per claim 1 4, the ". . . determining whether the graphic element. . . ," is 
taught by Hoffberg at col. 208, lines 43-45 and col. 142, lines 63-67, 

the "...is properly received by the VOD server...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 121 , lines 
54-58, col. 133, lines 1-13, col. 220, lines 36-38, and col. 220, lines 52-54, 
the "...and transmitting an alarm signal to the VOD management system...," is taught by 
Hoffberg at col. 64, lines 58-60, col. 197, lines 3-6, col. 220, lines 36-38, and col. 214, 
lines 33-37, 

and the "...if the graphic element was not properly received...," is taught by Hoffberg at 
col. 208, lines 43-45, col. 142, lines 63-67, and col. 193, lines 34-36. 

21. As per claim 15, the "...receiving from the VOD server...," is taught by 
Hoffberg at col. 133, lines 1-13, col. 220, lines 36-38, and col. 220, lines 52-54, 

the "...at regular intervals...," is taught by Roop at col. 48, lines 63-66, 
the "...data on feature elements requested by end users...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 
164, lines 7-12, col. 142, lines 63-67, col. 43, lines 31-35, and col. 45, lines 38-40, 
the "...of the MSO...," is taught by Roop at col. 67, lines 62-63, 
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the "...creating a master reporting database...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 46, lines 
26-29 and col. 129, lines 4-7, 

the "...using the data on feature elements requested by end users...," is taught by 
Hoffberg at col. 164, lines 7-12, col. 142, lines 63-67, col. 43, lines 31-35, and col. 45, 
lines 38-40, 

the "...and generating a usage report...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 46, lines 30-34, 
col. 164, lines 7-12, and col. 129, lines 4-7, 

and the "...using the data contained in the master reporting database...," is taught by 
Hoffberg at col. 46, lines 26-29 and col. 129, lines 4-7. 

22. As per claim 16, the "...restricting access by content providers...," is 
taught by Hoffberg at col. 98, lines 57-59 and col. 120, lines 7-9, 

the "...to the data contained in the master reporting database...," is taught by Hoffberg 
at col. 46, lines 26-29 and col. 129, lines 4-7, 

the "...using business rules...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 68, lines 55-57, 

and the "...provided by the MSO " is taught by Roop at col. 33, lines 32-33 and col. 

67, lines 62-63. 

23. As per claim 1 7, the ". . . analyzing the usage report. . . ," is taught by 
Hoffberg at col. 53, lines 3-6, col. 164, lines 7-12, and col. 129, lines 4-7, 

the "...to determine end user viewing characteristics...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 45, 
lines 38-40 and col. 119, lines 32-35, 

the "...and generating an advertising play list...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 46, lines 
30-34, col. 42, lines 61-64, and col. 48, lines 42-44, 
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the "...targeted to an end user...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 41, lines 10-14 and col. 
45, lines 38-40, 

the "...based upon the viewing characteristics of the end user...," is taught by Hoffberg 
at col. 119, lines 32-35 and col. 45, lines 38-40, 

the "...wherein the advertising play list comprises advertising...," is taught by Hoffberg 
at col. 42, lines 61-64 and col. 48, lines 42-44, 

and the "...selected based upon the viewing characteristics of the end user...," is taught 
by Hoffberg at col. 119, lines 32-35 and col. 45, lines 38-40. 

24. As per claim 18, the "...supplementing a multimedia asset data file...," is 
taught by Sequeira at col. 2, lines 30-32, col. 1, lines 6-9, and col. 14, lines 51-53, 

the "...with data contained in the usage report...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 164, lines 
7-12 and col. 129, lines 4-7, 

the "...wherein the usage report comprises usage data...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 
164, lines 7-12 and col. 129, lines 4-7, 

and the "...for the multimedia asset data file...," is taught by Sequeira at col. 1, lines 6-9 
and col. 14, lines 51-53. 

25. As per claim 19, the "...analyzing the usage report...," is taught by 
Hoffberg at col. 53, lines 3-6, col. 164, lines 7-12, and col. 129, lines 4-7, 

the "...to determine end user viewing characteristics...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 45, 
lines 38-40 and col. 119, lines 32-35, 

the "...selecting multimedia asset data files...," is taught by Sequeira at col. 1, lines 6-9 
and col. 14, lines 51-53, 
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the "...based upon end user viewing characteristics...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 45, 
lines 38-40 and col. 119, lines 32-35, 

the "...and performing a campaign management function chosen from the group 
consisting of bundling...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 49, lines 60-64, col. 168, lines 60- 
65, and col. 209, lines 15-19, 

the "...selected multimedia asset data files...," is taught by Sequeira at col. 1, lines 6-9 
and col. 14, lines 51-53, 

the "...setting pricing...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 62, lines 7-9, 

the "...for selected multimedia asset data files... ," is taught by Sequeira at col. 1 , lines 

6-9 and col. 14, lines 51-53, 

the "...and setting promotions...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 61, lines 48-51, 

and the "...for selected multimedia asset data files...," is taught by Sequeira at col. 1 , 

lines 6-9 and col. 14, lines 51-53. 

26. As per claim 21, the "...determining that the multimedia asset data files...," 
is taught by Sequeira at col. 1 , lines 6-9 and col. 14, lines 51-53, 
the "...are successfully received from the content providers by comparing...," is taught 
by Hoffberg at col. 124, lines 54-58, col. 133, lines 1-13, col. 120, lines 7-9, and col. 45, 
lines 3-6, 

the "...received multimedia asset data files...," is taught by Sequeira at col. 21, lines 10- 

12, col. 1, lines 6-9, and col. 14, lines 51-53, 

with business rules...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 68, lines 55-57, 
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and the "...provided by the MSOs...," is taught by Roop at col. 33, lines 32-33 and col. 
67, lines 62-63. 

27. As per claim 22, the "...uploading the associated metadata...," is taught by 
Hoffberg at col. 65, lines 31-36 and col. 131, lines 65-67, 

the "...for the multimedia asset data files...," is taught by Sequeira at col. 1, lines 6-9 
and col. 14, lines 51-53, 

the "...to the VOD servers...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 220, lines 36-38 and col. 220, 
lines 52-54, 

the "...distributing a localized master schedule...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 49, lines 

60-64, col. 191, lines 11-16, and col. 157, lines 9-12, 

the "...to each MSO...," is taught by Roop at col. 67, lines 62-63, 

the "...and providing a schedule update...," is taught by Roop at col. 3, lines 15-19, 

the "...from the VOD management system...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 220, lines 

36-38 and col. 214, lines 33-37, 

the "...to each MSO...," is taught by Roop at col. 67, lines 62-63, 

and the "...at regular intervals...," is taught by Roop at col. 48, lines 63-66. 

28. As per claim 23, the ". . .tracking the upload of the multimedia asset data 
files...," is taught by Sequeira at col. 9, lines 18-20, col. 13, lines 49-51, col. 1, lines 3-9, 
and col. 14, lines 51-53, 

the "...to the VOD servers...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 220, lines 36-38 and col. 220, 
lines 52-54, 

the "...by reference to each MSO's...," is taught by Roop at col. 25, lines 7-8, 
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the "...localized master schedule...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 191 lines 11-16, and 
col. 157, lines 9-12, 

the "...and tracking the upload of the associated metadata...," is taught by Hoffberg at 
col. 73, lines 65-67, col. 74, lines 1-2, col. 65, lines 31-36, and col. 131, lines 65-67, 
the "...to the VOD servers...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 220, lines 36-38 and col. 220, 
lines 52-54, 

the "...by reference to each MSO's...," is taught by Roop at col. 25, lines 7-8, 

and the "...localized master schedule...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 191 lines 11-16, 

and col. 157, lines 9-12. 

29. As per claim 24, the "...each schedule update...," is taught by Roop at col. 
3, lines 15-19, 

the "...comprises instructions for inserting and deleting...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 
134, lines 47-51 and col. 215, lines 24-27, 

the "...multimedia asset data files...," is taught by Sequeira at col. 1, lines 6-9 and col. 
14, lines 51-53, 

the "...from each MSO's...," is taught by Roop at col. 25, lines 7-8, 

and the "...localized master schedule...," is taught by Hoffberg at col. 191 lines 1 1-16, 

and col. 157, lines 9-12. 

Conclusion 

30. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Harold E. Dodds, Jr. whose telephone number is 
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(571)-272-41 10. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:00 - 
4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John E. Breene can be reached on (571)-272-4107. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Harold E. Dodds, Jr. 
Patent Examiner 
August 24, 2005 




